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America has by far the best news coverage in the world. Our press and radio, however, must concentrate on high-speed dispatches, often omitting the great spiritual factors which motivate the 
news. And unfortunately much reporting is under the pressures of narrtew provincialism and our traditional prejudices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism frequently 
threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. Between The Lines seeks to provide greater insight by presenting selected reports, research analyses, and forecasts 
drawn from the most authoritative sources. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent in war and in 
communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdcm of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





The U. S. Economy and World Stresses 


Are we having a real recession? Will it become a depression? Will 
the stock market ever get back up where it was? How high will the un- 
employment roll go? All these and many other questions are filling the 
financial pages of the press and the minds of millions of people. But these 
questions cannot be answered unless we become familiar with the new 





world economic environment in which the U. S. finds itself. 


First, it can be safely said that 
the U. S. dares not have a prolonged 
or deepening recession, for under 
such circumstances the Communists 
would soon take over most of the 
uncommitted world where there is 
so much need for economic aid, 
technical guidance, investment cap- 
ital. Our whole economic system 
will expand — simply because it 
must. If this requires further in- 
flation of our economy and cheaper 
dollars, then we will be using cheap- 
er dollars and more of them. Even 
the most conservative financier — 
who would be quick to damn the 
Democrats for any further inflation- 
ary move — will be quick to con- 
cede the above. 

The Communist bloc increased 
their world aid program to undevel- 
oped countries to a total of $1.5 
billion in 1960, which exceeds U. S. 
aid substantially — subtracting all 
forms of military assistance, for the 
Communist aid was almost entirely 
non-military. Experts anticipate the 
Communist aid program will nearly 
double in the next 18 months. While 
the Eisenhower Administration has 
been able to dwaddle along with a 
half-hearted technical aid and loan 
program, the Kennedy Administra- 
tion is fully aware of the exacting 
demands that will have to be met. 
There is thus the realization that 
the U. S. does not dare lose econom- 
ic strength. You're going to hear 
much about this “war” as the Gov- 
ernment stokes our economic fires 
wherever they falter. 


Aside from this, as cited briefly 
in our last report, the Soviet hopes 
to push the dollar into second place 
as the prime convertible internation- 
al currency with the ruble estab- 
lished at the new gold value of 
$1.11. Everyone who has traveled 
abroad lately has been shocked to 


note how the dollar’s value is shrink- 
(Continued second col., NEXT page) 


“What Can I Do?”’ 


It would sometimes appear that 
our modern civilization has reached 
the apex in charitable services. Per- 
haps so, organizationally speaking. 
But organizations cannot fully meet 
the needs of people in distress who 
most of all need to be helped by 
people. 


It comes as a surprise to learn 
how medieval men practiced this 
direct (but anonymous) charity. 
Maria Comberti describes Some 
Ancient Florentine Welfare Institu- 
tions in the Friends Journal, Nov. 
15. The oldest of these, the Hospi- 
tal of the Innocents, was founded 
around 1216 by wealthy silk mer- 
chants as a haven for illegitimate 
babies. A frightened young mother 
could come at night and place her 
baby in a hidden basket, knowing 
that the child would be cared for 
and started in life. After 700 years, 
the Hospital of the Innocents still 
shelters illegitimate children and 
also aids the mothers. 


An Archbrotherhood of Mercy 
(Misericordia) was founded in Flor- 
ence in 1246 and serves to this day. 
It was started by a guild of porters 
who habitually used foul language; 
each agreed to pay a penny every 
time he cursed, then use this money 
for some good deed. Many other 
habitual swearers joined them. They 
soon had enough money to buy 
stretchers to carry the injured and 
sick. They served during the great 
plague when more than a third of 
all Florentines died. The Misericor- 
dia still takes care of all ambulance 
work in Tuscany. 


Today men from all classes be- 
long to the Misericordia, from la- 
borers to royalty. Besides stretcher 


bearing, each Misericordia brother 
(cont. second col., THIRD page) 


X-Ray and Forecast 


HE LESSON OF LAOS: The crisis in Southeast Asia is made doubly 

dangerous by the distortion of the news and the military propaganda 
fed to our press. The truth, honestly told and bravely acted upon, is the 
only antidote for war. And don’t let anyone tell you that war in Southeast 
Asia would just be a brush war or a “little” war. With the great powers 
possessed of enough atomic weapons to destroy our civilization several 
times over, to speak of a “little” war is like talking about a “little” spark 
in a fireworks factory. What is happening today in Laos may happen 
tomorrow in Thailand, Pakistan, Iran — or the Caribbean or Central or 
South America. For the crisis is the same in each place. 


WEAPONS HAVE NOT BOUGHT SECURITY 


HE U. S. Military Mission has spent $300 million in tiny Laos, enough 

to have given almost every village a medical clinic, a school, an agricul- 
tural demonstration program. And to what end? The country became vi- 
ciously divided between three warring factions — the pro-Communists, the 
neutrals, the pro-West “neutrals” — all equipped with U. S. weapons. These 
competing regimes are soaked with corruption, corruption that has been 
enormously increased by the U. S. military spending. The $300 million in 
arms and economic aid has only served to make the dishonest officials rich 
or richer, leaving the people more ignorant, bewildered and impoverished 
than ever and prime targets for Communist subversion. 


WHY HAS THIS HAPPENED? It is because the U. S. Laotian 
Mission has been admittedly dominated by military expediency. The eco- 
nomic aid program in Laos has been perverted, bogged down by the pres- 
sure of military priority and the waste and corruption that has accompa- 
nied it. The Pentagon policy (“Anybody who'll stand on our side against 
the Reds, no matter who or what he is, is o. k. Give him the stuff he needs’’) 
does not defend us. Heaven knows we need all the allies we can get, but 
this policy does not stop communism. We usually wind up, as in Laos, 
with despicable tin tyrants strutting. with U. S. weapons and quarrelling 
among themselves, corrupt officials and other local moguls draining away 
our defense expenditures by every trick they can devise, and the masses 
of common people more hungry, impoverished and more bitter than ever. 
And the masses of common people are the real cold war front — when 
will we learn that? 

See Sen. Mansfield’s denunciation of the U. S. Laos policy, Washington (D.C.) Post, 
Dec. 29; see also, N. Y. Times, Sept. 5, ‘59; N. Y. Herald Tribune, Sept. 7, ‘59; Christian Science 
Monitor, Aug. 31, ‘59. 

EXPLOSIONS HAVE ALREADY OCCURRED in South Korea 
and Turkey over such failures in our military policy; similar situations 
seethe under the surface around our billion dollar U. S. military “bastions” 
in Formosa, Thailand and ,Iran. With such unstable foundations, who 
in his right mind could expect these spots to be dependable positions of 
strength in a time of crisis? The Communists are able to play on them 
at will. When military expediency dominates aid, we always get in trouble, 
for military expediency by its nature flaunts human values, encourages 
chicanery, breeds waste and corruption. This does not stop communism, 
but encourages it, leading to frustrations that could hurl us into a hydro- 
gen abyss. 


THE BRITISH AND FRENCH urged during recent weeks that 
the U. S. accept the proposal for a re-establishment in Laos of the defunct 
International Control Commission headed by India, Canada and Poland. 
This would make Laos a supervised neutral zone again. The Russians have 
endorsed these proposals. But the U. S. policy-makers, dominated by ex- 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


tremists in the Pentagon, have so far been reluctant to accept this plan to 
neutralize the enflamed area, for the U. S. Mission in Laos has been openly 
determined to build up a strong U. S. defense center in Laos with Laos 
manpower. 


BUT LAOS IS ON RED CHINA’S IMMEDIATE BORDER 
and, by any school of tactics, the Peking defense chiefs have every right 
to counter this build-up of U. S. military power on their frontier by maneu- 
vers of their own. Just as our defense chiefs would never tolerate such ac- 
tion on our own frontiers. Our military policy here as elsewhere has failed 
to distinguish between (A.) strengthening a nation internally against sub- 
version that aims at violent revolution and (B.) military action of our own 
that threatens the security of another country’s frontier. The Red Chinese 
have retaliated by subverting the corrupt Laotian regime from within and 
as our shipments of weapons and “military advisers” have increased, the 
Communists in turn have sent in arms and “military advisers” from Peking 
and Moscow. As we have rushed more men and materials in, the Com- 
munists have moved Red troops in from neighboring Communist Vietnam 
whose borders are almost indistinguishable from those of Laos. It is well 
known that a clique in the Peking Government favors war to advance 
communism. It now appears that our own military extremists in the Pen- 
tagon and other fire snorters in and out of uniform are aiming to provide 
them with an excellent opportunity for war in the impenetrable jungles 
where Communist guerillas will be at their best and our mechanized war- 
riors at their worst. 

Between The Lines is not alone in this view. The British press 
charges that the U. S. is responsible for the fighting in Laos. (See N. Y. 
Times, Dec. 30; also Walter Lippmann’s syndicated column, Dec. 28; 
also Sen. Mansfield’s statement cited above.) This Newsletter has also re- 
ceived full reports from some of our contacts associated with the U. S. 
Mission in Laos. 


IN THE MIDST OF ALL THIS: One lone American has created 
a miracle with pennies while $300 million have become worse than wasted. 
Dr. Tom Dooley’s jungle medical center is a place of healing and hope 
for the people of Laos. His project has been financed by voluntary con- 
tributions and his dedicated aides are paid little. It has been a kind of 
wastebasket surgery but Dr. Dooley’s effort totals infinitely more in build- 
ing enduring strength for freedom’s cause in that area than the millions 
in jets, bombs and missiles. What a difference it would have made if our 
military mission had been less flamboyant and more efficient and had spent 
some of its millions as Dooley has spent his pennies! 


Dr. Dooley is reported to be dying of cancer; but what he has done 
isn’t measured by time. He has created a miracle just when it is much 
needed, right where it is needed. 


TWO TYPES OF REVOLUTION IN LATIN AMERICA 


(The editor of Between The Lines visited Cuba early last autumn 
after spending several weeks in the South American areas most strongly 
affected by the Cuban revolution ... Venezuela, Ecuador, Colombia, Peru, 
etc. This journey of inquiry — to renew and extend Between The Lines 
contacts — was continued in December into the Caribbean . . . Puerto Rico, 
the Dominican Republic, Haiti and other areas intimately associated with 
events in Cuba.) 


OTES from San Juan, Cuidad Trujillo, Port-au-Prince and elsewhere 

in the Caribbean: There are two revolutions in Latin America — in 
Cuba and in Puerto Rico. Both will have much influence on the life of our 
entire Hemisphere. Peaceful transformation is moving forward vigorously 
in Puerto Rico, financed partly by the participation of U. S. capital but 
very largely through the efforts of the Puerto Rican Government and the 
people themselves and what their courageous Governor, Luis Munoz Marin, 
calls “Operation Bootstrap.” 


THE SPANISH RULED their Caribbean colonies ruthlessly until 

1898. After that, as in Cuba, Puerto Rico came under U. S. control. Then 
again, as in Cuba — American sugar interests became dominant and Puerto 
Rican living standards sank even lower, for the extensive one-crop sugar 
economy actually furnished less employment than the trade, diversified 
agriculture and primitive industries that existed under the Spaniards. Under 
U. S. rule, sugar controlled the political life of the island through its dom- 
inant power in Washington. The Puerto Ricans, fighting to free themselves 
from the sugar monopoly, finally succeeded in limiting the ownership of 
land to 500 acres for any one corporation or individual. By the enforce- 
ment of this law, Puerto Rico broke the sugar monopoly’s stranglehold, 
though many rich Puerto Ricans still evade it. But Gov. Munoz has steadily 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


The U. S. Economy and World Stresses (continued) 


ing. The Russians have abundant 
gold and silver in their own Siberian 
mines and could, on that score, sus- 
tain the new gold ruble value. 
Theoretically, all that is needed to 
achieve ruble supremacy is for the 
Soviet to announce that it will ex- 
change rubles for gold or any con- 
vertible foreign currency at claimed 
value for the ruble. (Wall St. Jour- 
nal, Nov. 20.) Only distrust of Rus- 
sian policy and motives would curb 
response to this move by British, 
Dutch, Swiss and Japanese invest- 
ment interests which, aside from the 
U. S., dominate free world trade 
and finance. With the Russians’ 
admittedly fast-growing industrial 
power and extensive natural re- 
sources, it would not take them long 
to establish this confidence if it were 
to their interest to do so, especially 
since there is growing distrust of the 
future of the U. S. dollar and of 
our own economy. 


The dollar must not weaken in 
the face of this onslaught — you 
can put that down for sure. The 
Democrats — it would seem — may 
be compelled to accept an inflation- 
ary philosophy to meet the absolute 
necessity that our economy continue 
its expanding role. Yet the dollar 
must be kept strong. An inflationary 
dollar means that the ruble will be- 
come a stronger economic weapon. 


The only answer to this dilemma: 
more discipline in our economic so- 
ciety. On the part of business man- 
agement there must be a curbing of 
wasteful obsolescence, unfair pric- 
ing and exorbitant profits; on the 
part of labor there must be more 
responsible leadership, increased 
production without an increased 
wage squeeze that will drive prices 
higher. Will this discipline come 
from within our society or, to meet 
the harsh necessities of the cold war, 
must it come from Government con- 
trols? The corruption in Govern- 
ment circles and business and the 
irresponsibility of labor, which has 
characterized so much in American 
life during the post-war boom days, 
will become intolerable during the 
economic cold war. 


Because the Communist bloc has 
a disciplined society (dominated by 
tyranny), the Russians will be able 
to use their increasing abundance 
of oil, lumber, steel and industrial 
machine products to undercut free 
world prices. As we reported recent- 
ly, they are already doing this with 
their oil sales in India, Japan and 
Italy to the consternation of the 
Western oil corporations which have 
heretofore manipulated a fictitious 
world-pricing structure to protect 
their profits. Since oil is the one 
commodity that is accepted every- 
where and since nearly all the coun- 
tries of Europe and Asia need oil, 
the Russians are using their black 


gold as a powerful trade wedge. 
(N. Y. Herald-Tribune, Nov. 6; 
N. Y. Times, Nov. 6.) (As we go to 
press, news comes that the Russians 
have started to barter their oil at 
cut rates with the West Germans.) 


Furthermore, as pointed out by 
financial expert G. H. Carmichael, 
the need for expanding trade by 
nearly all European countries, along 
with Japan in the Far East, provides 
the Soviet Union with an opportun- 
ity to use their oil to draw trade and 
goods their way, trade that will help 
raise Soviet living standards. Since 
these countries have, on one hand, 
been forced to buy oil from the 
U. S.-British- Dutch oil cartels, 
and have, on the other hand, been 
limited in what they could sell us 
by our tariff barriers, they are look- 
ing with favor on the Soviet oil pro- 
posals, especially since the prices 
are 15 to 40 per cent cheaper than 
the tribute exacted by the U. S.- 
British oil cartels. 


In addition there has been a lot 
of “serves-em-right” head-wagging 
as Eisenhower cut off all U. S. sug- 
ar purchases from Cuba. Yet no one 
seems to notice how the Communist 
bloc has moved quickly to contract 
for this sugar on barter terms that 
will further extend Communist trade 
and how Moscow has already sold 
1500 tons of Cuban sugar in the 
Mideast at about 15 per cent under 
the world price. As previously dis- 
cussed on these pages, we can look 
for Cuban sugar to be used craftily 
by the Russians to undermine the 
stability of the world sugar market 
upon which most Caribbean and 
Central American countries depend. 
Low sugar prices at the right time 
can wreck the economies of a half 
dozen of our neighbors to the South 
—and we can be sure these ma- 
neuvers will come just as Red agents 
are ready to move in for the kill. 


The rehabilitation, modernization 
and expansion of the industrial 
plants of England, West Germany, 
Italy and other Western European 
nations and Japan have radically 
changed competitive situations in 
world trade. This is reflected in the 
fact that the U. S. no longer tops 
the world in car production. When 
it was first discovered two years ago 
that the rest of the world was be- 
ginning to pass the U. S. in car and 
truck production (47 per cent to 51 
per cent), observers regarded this 
as a fluke. But in 1959 the margin 
widened to 48 per cent for the U. S. 
and 52 per cent of cars produced by 
foreign countries. Part of this loss 
of American markets has been due 
to the refusal of Detroit auto man- 
ufacturers to recognize the need for 
more efficient, compact and eco- 
nomical transportation by the aver- 
age world citizen. 

(Continued in our next release.) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


kept pressure on the greed of his wealthy countrymen by heavy taxes on 
large incomes, big cars and luxuries of all kinds. (And at the same time 
cutting taxes on utility items such as electric irons, adding machines.) 


TO DIVERSIFY THE ISLAND’S ECONOMY the Munoz regime 
started many new industries with Government backing since no other cap- 
ital was available. For this Munoz was accused of being “socialistic” by the 
U. S. press. And U. S. investment interests, which had been associated 
with sugar, stood aloof and indifferent to the Island’s economic needs with 
a “let-’em-starve” attitude. (Just as the same interests did during the early 
months of the Castro revolution — at a time when much could have been 
done to guide that revolution into constructive channels.) But Munoz, a 
man of infinitely more vision, maturity and stability than Castro, gave U. S. 
capital a chance to reinvest advantageously in these newly developed in- 
dustries on terms that gave Puerto Rico a fairer share in the Island’s grow- 
ing wealth — and U. S. capital widely and generously responded. Now, 
Puerto Rico maintains a separate Government department which concen- 
trates on encouraging U. S. industrial investment in Puerto Rico — on 
terms advantageous to both sides. 


DURING THE ERA OF “OPERATION BOOTSTRAP,” Munoz 
has become a symbol of the peaceful democratic transformation of a desper- 
ately poor, overcrowded country. After 12 years in office, he and his asso- 
ciates are still dedicated and enthusiastically energetic — a quality rarely 
found elsewhere except among Communists! And they have raised the 
Puerto Rican per capita income from the lowest to the second highest in 
Latin America. The standard of living doubled in one decade, quadrupled 
in two decades. 


(continued) 


Many observers from other underdeveloped nations come to Puerto 
Rico to study the Island’s achievements in industry and diversified agricul- 
ture. They want to see how Munoz has faced such problems as population 
control and the national health program under which life expectancy on 
the Island even surpasses that of the continental U. S. 


THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH had made no protest con- 
cerning the cruelties of Spanish rule and had showed scant concern over 
the poverty, illiteracy and disease prevalent during the rule of the sugar 
monopolies. Yet the hierarchy protested violently when Munoz, himself 
a Catholic, encouraged birth control through public health programs and 
legislation in the terribly overcrowded island. (About 80 per cent of the 
Puerto Ricans are Roman Catholics but only 25 per cent practice their 
religion and only 10 per cent of the children are in parochial schools. 
Protestantism is growing vigorously in all areas of the Island.) The Catholic 
Church suffered humiliating defeat in November by declaring that it would 
be a sin to vote for Munoz. (He got 456,317 votes, while the church-sup- 
ported party got 51,072 votes.) 


This victory has left the way clear for Puerto Rico’s greatest stride 
forward in a peaceful constructive revolution through honest leadership, 
science and freedom. This is the kind of revolution that must be exported 
to all Latin America if these countries are to avoid revolutionary violence 
—with the accompanying spread of varying forms of Marxism. 


CUBA’S TRAGEDY is that there has been no Munoz Marin to 
deliver the people. Earlier Cuban revolutionaries, like Batista who might 
have achieved the kind of transformation Munoz brought to Puerto Rico, 


have been corrupted, each in his own way, by the sugar and other invest- 
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*“What Can I Do?” 


(continued) 


must give one hour a week in serv- 
ice for a neighbor (giving a shave 
or bath to some bedridden person, 
or performing some other needed 
task). If one misses serving his hour 
a week, he must serve two hours for 
the hour lost. The brothers thank 
the people they help, crossing their 
arms, bowing and saying, “God 
bless you for needing me.” Each 
wears a black cotton cloak with a 
hood and openings for the eyes. 
This hood is pulled down when they 
carry the dead, or when they help 
people they know — to avoid special 
thanks. Brothers also visit those in 
jail and serve as links between pris- 
oners and their families. 

Another charitable organization, 
the Society of St. Martin, made up 
of 18 noble bachelors over 40, was 
founded in the 14th century to take 
food to a group of outlawed noble- 
men whose political enemies cut off 
their supplies and made it a crime 
to buy from them or sell them any- 
thing. This Society continues to 
work for gentlefolk who have met 
misfortune. Such persons put their 
application for help in an old stone 
letter box. None of the “good men,” 
as they are known, ever talks about 
those assisted, and those who receive 
help must never ask whence it 
comes. When one of the 18 dies, his 
place is taken by another noble 
bachelor over 40 who follows in the 
footsteps of some 530 predecessors. 


In short, much of what we do 
these days is rather cold and insti- 
tutional—or else involved with 
public prestige —- compared with 
these methods of personal but pri- 
vate assistance founded in ancient 
Florence. Perhaps there is room in 
our society for Assistance Anony- 
mous to supplement our necessary 
institutional services and public ben- 
efactions. 


The Way They Think 


Two American graduate students, 
with good language facilities, re- 
cently completed a tour of many 
weeks behind the Iron Curtain, trav- 
eling by car, autobus and other 
means that brought them into close 
contact with the people of these 
areas. The following observations 
are noteworthy since they are drawn 
from many intimate associations 
with both adult and student groups: 


In East Germany, despite evi- 
dences of resentment against the 
East Communist regime, many of 
the East Germans are taking the 
Marxist revolution to heart with the 
same single-mindedness and effici- 
ency that has always characterized 
German enterprise. Many East Ger- 
mans seem to feel their greatest 
hope is to make the Communist 
system work so well that they will 
become strong and prosperous and 


The Way They Think 


(continued) 


out of such strength be able to 
achieve more independence and self 
realization than through either pas- 
sive resistance or violent counter 
revolution against their Communist 
overlords — including the Russians. 


In Poland, nationalism with all 
its historic Polish tradition, seems 
to have given little ground before 
the Kremlin’s drive to weld the 
Polish economy and cultural life 
to that of the Soviet. Many little 
manifestations of Polish nationalism 
are kept alive—as in Kracow, 
where a trumpeter still comes to the 
Gothic church tower in the city 
square to blow the notes that an- 
nounce the hours. And each hour 
he cuts off abruptly in the middle of 
a note in commemoration of the 
trumpeter who was shot by a Tartar 
arrow while warning the city of an 
attack from the East (Russia) eight 
centuries ago! The Poles still watch 
their trumpeter with pride. 


The American visitors found that 
less than five per cent of the Polish 
are Communists; that the student 
Communist youth organization, 
Komsomol, had failed completely; 
that the resistance to collectivization 
in agriculture continues with vigor. 


In Russia, through many and con- 
tinuous close contacts with Soviet 
citizens and youth groups (one of 
the American students spoke Rus- 
sian), they found the chief sentiment 
to be the emerging pride that the 
Soviet Union had become a “have” 
nation in contrast to the rest of the 
“have not” nations of the world. 
Many students expressed in this way 
a growing kinship with the Amer- 
ican people. “Our interests are the 
same, after all, you know, despite 
our political differences,” was an 
often heard comment. This senti- 
ment, which was beginning to 
emerge last year, has greatly in- 
creased during the past 12 months 
as the Russians continue to make 
great gains in industry and in scien- 
tific achievement. 


The American students attended 
a Communist-controlled Interna- 
tional Student Seminar in South 
Russia, where everything was so 
severely regimented that many of 
the Russian and satellite students 
were bored and resentful of the con- 
stant and heavy Marxist flavor in 
everything said and done. The 
American students felt that the 
Communist youth program is self 
defeating because of its obviousness 
and because of the exaggeration of 
the Marxist theme. On the other 
hand, it is equally obvious that, if 
the Communists do not give great 
emphasis to the more dramatic and 
attractive achievements of the Com- 
munist world, they would soon lose 
their grip on their own youth. 

(Continued second col., NEXT page) 
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ment interests (along with organized gambling and vice syndicates run by 
U. S. gangsters) — interests that controlled and strangled Cuba’s economy. 
The screeching Marxist nationalism of Castro has been vividly detailed 
in the press. If more of the truth about Cuba during the recent decades 
had been honestly reported in the U. S., there would probably have been 
no Castro, for the reforms that have been so successful in Puerto Rico 
could have come to Cuba. Instead of publicizing Munoz’s great achieve- 
ments, most of the American press either ignored him or referred to him 
derisively as a “left-winger” or a “Socialist.” Yet the Communists have 
made almost no progress in Puerto Rico. 

For recent factual accounts of Puerto Rico’s transformation — our part in it as well as 
an analysis of previous U. S. injustices and failures there — see Puerto Rico, Land of Wonders, 


by Earl Parker Hanson (Knopf, ‘60); and Puerto Rico, A Success Story, by Ralph Hancock (Van 
Nostrand, ‘60). 


THE INSTABILITY OF ALL LATIN AMERICA is the legacy 
of the misrule, serfdom, exploitation, police brutality, suppression of lib- 
erty and the delay of economic reform which still blight the entire area. 
Surrounded by these evils in their modern form stand various U. S. cor- 
porations, which operate in cooperation with the wealthy Spanish aristoc- 
racy who control the governments in each country. These corporations 
are owned and directed by honorable American businessmen, but they 
have ignored the inevitabilities of our awakened era. Since they profit by 
the status quo it is human nature to oppose change even when the status 
quo is represented by an odious tyranny. But with revolutionary changes 
sweeping all parts of the world, those who have the power which wealth 
gives must use that power to influence necessary constructive reforms. If 
they do not, a different kind of power wil! explode beneath them. There 
isn’t much choice and there isn’t much time. 


PROOF that Puerto Rico can provide the key to the transformation 
of all Latin America is found in the news that a 121-page plan for the 
transformation of Peru has been prepared by the same group that planned 
the Puerto Rican program 20 years ago. In this survey Puerto Rico is held 
up as an example of what an impoverished country can make of itself. Will 
the American investment companies in Peru (copper, shipping, oil) show 
interest, take action? Will Washington officialdom stir itself, or are they 
only to be aroused when investments are threatened? Will the rich Peruv- 
ians drag their feet? 


REVOLUTIONS YET TO COME 


HE Dominican Republic and Haiti are linked to Cuba, and like Cuba 

are strategic to the United States. Present conditions invite heavy 
Communist infiltration. The Trujillo dictatorship, as cruel and corrupt as 
any, has many apologists and buddies in Washington. Trujillo's apologists 
hail his achievements in our press and in speeches before Congress, but 
in so doing they twist the truth. The increase in clinics and hospitals, 
schools, dams, irrigation, harbors, air fields, etc., during Trujillo’s long 
rule are tabulated glowingly. He is also lauded for the “great prosperity” 
in trade and industry. (This chorus sounds familiar — we heard it often 
during Mussolini’s tyranny.) Such achievements by dictatorship are pre- 
sented as economic gains for the people, which just isn’t true. 

THE DENSITY OF POPULATION in the Dominican Republic 
is not nearly as great as in Puerto Rico. Yet depressing poverty and appall- 
ing living conditions in working class areas exist even in the showcase of 
Cuidad Trujillo, and beggars shuffle through the streets. Trujillo’s formid- 
able columns of statistics certainly give only the haziest idea of the dis- 
tribution of wealth. Thomas Wolfe, the Washington Post’s special writer 
on Latin America, reports that the average industrial rate of pay is only 
$7.52 a week. Most of the prosperity is centered in the constellation of 
official families around Trujillo himself — an elite crowd of plunderers, 
totaling perhaps 8,500 men, women and children living on an estimated 
income per capita of about $35,000 a year! Those who defend this system 
help pave the way for Communist expansion. For when Trujillo goes, there 
will be trouble in Trujillo-land. 


IN BLACK HAITI, there are no dependable figures available on 
income, growth or education, for there is so little to record. Approximate- 
ly 95 per cent of the overcrowded population is illiterate, and desperate 
poverty goes with ignorance in this technological industrial age. With brib- 
ery and inefficiency rampant and an almost unbelieveable immaturity in 
all Government departments, progress is so halting and treacherous that 
a large-scale U. S. Point Four program had to be withdrawn and started 
all over again to rid itself of innumerable leeches. The Communists are 
quietly and carefully preparing for their day in Haiti. 

THE MAGNET that draws all such millions throughout Latin 
America towards communism is that Marxism offers a blueprint for the 
transformation of an impoverished, exploited area into a modern indus- 
trial state. Freedom is indistinct and meaningless to these people, for hun- 


The Way They Think (continued) 


The Communist hierarchy, there- 
fore, is caught in a dilemma between 
being compelled to over-propagan- 
dize their own achievements to the 
point of boredom —and having 
their own youth inundated with the 
superior literature, films, art and 
music of the free world, which has 
such a great appeal for Communist 
youth in their isolation from the 
West. Yet among Russian youth 
there is a tremendous surge of in- 
terest in and devotion to the achieve- 
ments of the future. While they re- 
sent the restraints, especially those 
that have to do with culture, edu- 
cation and the arts, yet they are 
proud of the achievements of their 
country and have enormous con- 
fidence in its future. 


The great question is — do they 
not, in this contradictory mixture 
found in their thinking, anticipate 
changes within the Communist sys- 
tem that will grant them more free- 


achievement in the future? Will not 
this very expectation compel a lib- 
eralization of Marxist controls un- 
der the influence of this generation? 


Concluded the American students, 
“There is a feeling among them that 
they do believe in their system basic- 
ally and that it will be modified to 
a point of creative perfection. This 
they conceive can be even greater 
than the freedom of the West, of 
which they are very critical because 
of the excesses of commercializa- 
tion, the emphasis on selfish materi- 
alism and other more gross attri- 
butes of Western culture which 
troubles thoughtful Westerners.” 


In this vision of gradual change 
(which is, of course, historically 
sound) lies the real hope of peace. 
The military fanatics, never attempt- 
ing to understand how the people 
think, proceed on the premise that 
nothing has changed about com- 


dom for individual expression and munism and that war is inevitable. 





X-RAY & FORECAST (continued) 
ger, poverty, despair are also tyrants. Russia and Red China are demon- 
strating the effectiveness of this blueprint. 


EXICANS UNDERSTAND REVOLUTIONS: They defend Castro’s 

revolution and his methods. Mexicans are proud and satisfied about 
their own revolution — and remember that they went through a similar 
period of disturbed relationships with the U. S. — confiscation of American 
property, banishment of American residents, charges of Yankee imperial- 
ism. And in the U. S., vituperation against Mexico. But today Mexico has 
constructively and responsibly carried through most of the same social and 
economic reforms that Castro has been attempting by confiscation and 
repression. The Mexicans are sympathetic with the Cubans because they 
see in Castro’s revolution a tardy imitation of their own uprising against 
a repressive Government and exploitation by foreign interests. When the 
Mexicans are pinned down as to the eventual outcome of the Cuban rev- 
olution, they reply that Castro will disappear, that the Cubans themselves 
will take care of him, that the revolution will go on. 

THE MAIN IMPEDIMENT to U. S. relations with Cuba has been 
that — as far as we can discover — no American official has yet come out 
for the Cuban revolution in clear and certain terms, while denouncing 
Castro. Our spokesmen denounce Castro and his methods, but offer no 
apologies for the long-standing record of abuses by the American “eco- 
nomic occupation,” particularly by the sugar interests which were flanked 
by notorious regiments of American gamblers and prostitution racketeers 
who operated openly in Havana — and used the facilities and protection 
of our Embassy there like all good Americans. We hope the Kennedy 
Administration comes clean on this point and offers more than the vague 
unimaginative lassitude which has characterized the Eisenhower Admin- 
istration while millions of Latin Americans chant “Cuba si, Yanki no.” 

DON’T BE MISLED by the headlines about threats by the Gov- 
ernments of Peru, Venezuela and other Latin American nations to take 
action against the Castro regime. They well may do so, for Castro has be- 
come so erratic he can’t even run a good Communist revolution! But in 
this report we are more concerned about the revolutions that are yet to 
come in nearly all Latin American countries. We are asking who will 
create these revolutions. Will they be destructive or constructive, Marxist 
or free — which is another way of saying, will they be materialistic or 
spiritual? For all of the activities of man (military, economic, political or 
cultural) fall into tragic failure when the spiritual significance of life is 
ignored. This includes the little naked child in the door of a mud hut. 

HESE NEEDS throughout Latin America, and the situation in Laos, 
cry out for some great effort that will extend out and beyond our mil- 
itary defense. A little curbing of waste and the inefficiency so flagrant in 
military spending could finance it, and the new Youth Peace Force, en- 
dorsed by President-elect Kennedy, could provide the manpower. More 
about this in our next release — plus What Will Be Done About Castro? 
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